Top 5 Weirdest Yokai You’ve (Probably) Never Heard Of

Before we get started, I thought it might be fun to mention a few of
the more weirder yokai out there with Wikipedia links for more.

1. 2B EBIFIT (Karakasa Obake)
A haunted umbrella with one eye, one leg, and a long tongue.
Basically what happens when you forget to throw out broken
household items in Edo-period Japan.

2. TA L x 5 72% (Tenjoname)

Ceiling lickers. Yes, that's their whole deal. These tall yokai sneak
into old houses to lick the ceilings... because apparently that’s a
thing. Why? Honestly, who knows. Japan is magical.

3. Do>X51E 9 (Nopperabo)
A ghost with no face. Just smooth skin where eyes, nose, and mouth
should be. Super spooky.

4. 329 7>~ (Nurikabe)

An invisible wall that blocks your path at night. Walk into it, and
you'll feel like you're stuck in molasses. Kind of like trying to get out
of bed on a Monday.

5. 17 &%) (Kesagake)

A rogue bear yokai with a name that means “shoulder-slasher.”
Inspired by a real bear attack in Hokkaido in 1915, this yokai is the
stuff of both folklore and history books.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kasa-obake
https://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%A4%A9%E4%BA%95%E5%98%97
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noppera-b%C5%8D
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nurikabe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sankebetsu_brown_bear_incident
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What is the Kappa? (with Definitions)

= JA[E Kappa; Japanese mythological creature [ (river) +
(child); often depicted as a water-dwelling yokai with a turtle-like
shell and a dish on its head]

= L% ? whatis~?[& (quotation particle) + |Z (topic marker);

this combination often introduces a definition or explanation, and
when used at the end of a sentence, it turns it into a rhetorical or
explanatory question]




Learn Japanese Through Yokai! #1: Kappa

What is the Kappa? (with Definitions)

<

5% H Lk )

S L DR LS 2 0E. Pt b DE RN

FI?

{HZ5L%5 2% Lxd

Ze48 | @ imaginary [224H (imagination; fantasy) + [ (in the

realm of; from the standpoint of) + @ (connective particle linking

the phrase to a noun)]

2 H D U H D
4 & W) creature; living thing [42 ¥ (living) + ¥ (thing); together,
a general word for animals and life forms]

' '

& & Z ¥ speaking of ~ [& (quotation marker) + 5§ Z I (if we

say™~; if we mention™); used to introduce an example or topic
related to the previous word or phrase]

&' A 75 what kind of [used to ask about the type or nature of

something]

% D thing; object [a general-purpose noun for physical or

abstract "things"]

Bb 9 B 9
B E 2> 3 to call to mind; to picture [ 9 (to think) + IF 2>

~ % (to bring to the surface); used for recalling or visualizing

something mentally]
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LoEwn

Toa— R RN T T KRR ETT R,

L= 3 — Y unicorn

% and; or [used to connect and partially list multiple items in a

non-exhaustive way, like "A and/or B"; softer than & and

suggests there may be more not listed]

N 2 =~ dragon

Xogw
IR fairy [a magical creature; similar to fairies or sprites in

Western folklore]

7x & etc.; and so on; such things as [used to imply the list

continues beyond what's mentioned]

42 right?; isn't it? [sentence-ending particle seeking agreement or

confirmation; softens the statement]
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(YY) 12 EAEL K9IZ£HLxD

At . AAMEEOZH [ o4 X B s,

(YY)

iZizA
HAIZ B also in Japan [H A (Japan) + I (in) + % (also; too);
emphasizes that Japan also has these kinds of creatures]

el IaRe Ll
FHEF unique; distinctive [ (alone; singular) + ¥ (special); refers

to something uniquely characteristic of Japan in this context]
@ (modifying particle) [connects descriptive elements to the

[ E YRR K2%5L %5 w

following noun; in this case, links H AR and 22485 F to 4

b D

i

W ¥ 3 there are; exist [polite form of \» % (to exist; to be); used

for animate objects like creatures or people]
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A

&T%t<éhw T?ﬁ\%@¢@ O ﬂg
ACWMALELL S,

¢ T % very [adds emphasis; often used with adjectives or verbs

to strengthen their degree]

7z { ¥ A many; a lot [used to describe quantity; often appears
before verbs like \» % or ® 5]

% DTF DS there are, and...; exist, but... [\> % (to exist) + D

(nominalizer or explanatory particle) + T3 (copula) + 23

(but/however); this structure softens the sentence and sets up
the following thought with a tone of explanation]
na Dl

Z D H D —D one among them; one of those [Z ® (that)

b (0.3
+ /1 (inside; among) + @ (modifying particle) + —2 (one item;
one of many)]

. Lx9odw 5
A LE L x 9 allow me tointroduce [
Lx9odw §
#H7 (introduction; Z is an honorific prefix) + L £ L X 9 (let's
do ~; I shall ~); polite and humble phrasing often used when
presenting something or someone]
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LAREAES ® e 2T A

WL 0. A O TS BT,

&7z & 7=

15 height; stature [T (height; back) + 3L (length;
measurement)]

o iE
I as for [topic marker; sets Ji] & as the subject under discussion]

AT A

A human

ey

Tt child

< B\ about; approximately [used to express rough estimation

of quantity or degree; equivalent to "around" or "about"]

T at; in the state of [conjunctive particle indicating condition or

location; connects the size comparison to the rest of the
sentence]
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nb nE S

JiioW 2O RO EATNET

»b
JI river [a natural body of flowing water]

hE
1 swamp; marsh; pond
A <2 B 7x & such places or things as A and B [° connects items in

a non-exhaustive list, and 7& & adds the nuance of "and so on" or

"etc."]

2% nn 2¥
7K D H in the water [7K (water) + @ (possessive/modifying

b
particle) + H (inside); a phrase meaning "within the water"]

el 3
AT E T lives (in); is living [ T (to live; to dwell) in the T

\» % form, which expresses ongoing or habitual action]
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A LA HEY NS R/ b

FEE R AT, TR, B0 LSRR .

A LA LA

%5 whole body [é-i (whole; entire) + & (body)]

BEDVS EX

fi@ green color [ #% (green) + @ (color)]

C and; with [conjunctive particle indicating a state or condition;

HEDH WS
connects #kth to the next part of the sentence]

R/
7 7 back (of the body) [refers to the upper back]
IC on; at [location particle indicating where something exists or is

attached—in this case, "on the back"]

ji¥:s)

& turtle

D & 9 7z like; similar to [D (modifying particle) + & 9 7 (similar
to; resembling); used to make a simile]

Z9b

FR % shell; carapace [the hard protective covering on the back of
5 5

turtles or similar creatures; H (armor) + % (covering;

arrangement); often used specifically for a turtle's shell]
3% Y thereis...; and has... [0 (subject marker) + & Y (from &
%, "to exist" or "to have"); this form is a bit more formal/literary

than 28% - T and is often used in descriptive writing]
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Hi=F S5
GHDOTHoRAL, 2D25 L LEBIO LI
TWET,
A*Dj:i
98 head

T o XA top (of the head); summit [often used for the very top

of something]

2 % 2 % very smooth; very slippery [onomatopoeia describing
slick or polished surfaces]
& L 7z smooth (state) [& (quoting the quality 252 3)+ L7z
(past form of 3~ % ); used to describe a state or condition]

TH

B plate; dish

D X 9 1T like; similar to [adverbial form; used before verbs to

describe resemblance in action or condition]

72 5 T\ 3 has become; is in the state of [72 % (to become) in

its T\» % form, indicating ongoing condition or resulting state]

10
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Ficit, KDPERONTNT, KSORETEH I %
WTT,

<

F-12 1% on their hands [T (hand) + I (on) + X (as for);

emphasizes location]

23 B3
7K %> % webbed skin; swim fin [7K (water) + 2> % (paddling;
derived from 2> {, to paddle)]

DWW T W T attached and... [2 < (to attach; to be equipped
with) in TV>» 3% form, indicating ongoing state]

BX kX

Pk < DAY swimming (as an activity) [7Kk < (to swim) + D

(nominalizer) + 2* (subject marker)]

& ThH 9 FWverygoodat[& TH (very) + 5 T\ (skillful)]

B
K DD ETH H T WTT is very good at swimming

1
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FEADLE S 2L BIE Lt oT, %o 35kt

X0, HOBIAELS L. BATLED &Vbh
CUVET

7 kL duck

D X 57 < BIXL duck-like beak [D X 9 7z (like; similar to)
modifies the noun < B X L (beak)]

< HIE L beak; bill
® - T having; and... [ T-form of & %, used conjunctively]

F* =27 U cucumber

A

KUF % love; like very much

»b

»b

iiz { & when it dries [¥Z < (todry) + & (when; if)]

L L

JEA,TL ¥ 9 endsup dying [JE#a (todie) + L £ 9 (auxiliary
indicating completion or regret)]

& quotation marker [used to mark what is being said or believed]

WHILTWE T it is said [passive form of \» 9 (to say); used for

reported information]

12
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i B K

WEF DR T, P BN TIRN TS &

A i ‘3;}? C mischievous and... [\ 723 & (mischief) + ;?JE?
(fondness; liking) + T (conjunctive particle indicating state or
reason)]

o) b

» 7fit72 % children [T} (child) + 72 B (pluralizing suffix)]

»b B

= JI[ TP\ T 5 & when (they are) swimming in the river
2 B
11 (river) + T (location particle) + ¥k > T\» 3 (swimming;

BX
continuous form of ¥k <) + & (when; upon)]

13
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KON B EB Mol . BERSETLE D
ZELHD FET,

KD H1 2> & from under the water [7K (water) + @ (modifier)

+ EFJ‘ (inside) + 2* & (from)]

»HL

JE leg

[ ¥ ¥

51 o?iﬁo 72 Y pulling (a leg) and... [é\l oéﬁ% (topull)in7z Y

form; used to list actions in a non-exhaustive way]

FBI1XI X 2T to make (someone) drown [F1X71 5 (to drown) +

X & % (causative form: to make someone do something)]

L ¥ 9 (after C-form) [indicates an unfortunate or unintended

result; often with a nuance of regret]

Z & nominalizer [turns the preceding verb phrase into a noun,

making it the subject or object of a sentence]

% also; even

® Y F 9 can happen; there are cases of [ % (to exist) in polite

form]

14
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LAREAES

P 5
W, ADICT 7, KSDB D EN T EMb,

By~
7K1 water's edge; shore [used for the edge of bodies of water

like rivers, lakes, or ponds]

3 A lives; inhabits [written/formal form of 3" %¢ (to live); here in

conjunctive form]

BL

vk DAY H > T & being good at swimming; the fact that (it)
kX

is good at swimming [¥k < (to swim) + @ (nominalizer) + 23

(subject marker) + 9 E \» (good at) + & (fact; nominalizer)]

2* b because; since [indicates reason or cause]

A h&i’x;. E¥)
17 50004FHij 2> & from 15,000 years ago [1/7 (10,000) + 5000
RAE Z

(five thousand) + /T (years ago) + 2> & (from)]

Ed Lj"/LJeL‘/V nAao K h"/;t“\/\,
#CICHTA004E F C until 400 BC [fCJCHT (BCE; before the

nA

common era) + 4004F (400 years) + % C (until; up to)]

PN
® [&] during; over the span of [used to indicate a time range: A

B2

25 B T [E] =during the time from A to B]

% marks the direct object [grammatical particle indicating what

the verb acts on]

15
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n<< @73>§%’<¢%f£f lﬁfpof W%%é%nf:u\mo
k OKULiT

B B
vk < D 2% swimming; the act of swimming [¥k < (to swim) + D

(nominalizer) + 2% (subject marker)]

el
4

%7 good at; skilled at; one's strong point

Lw Lx>¥

~HMSE is good at ~ [used like ~2% EF77 or 9 £ \», but with
a nuance of personal confidence or pride in the skill]

[

A person

o
IZJA] 2> > T toward (someone); facing [IC (directional particle)
+ FELLI75> - T (emphatic form of FﬁlfP 9, to face); often used when

speaking to or addressing someone directly]

H o i

A EE A 724> like a kappa [# 72\ = casual form of @ X 9 ; used

here to say someone resembles a kappa in how they swim]

12 right?; isn't it?

H o i

[ ATz 32, k = of Y L % 9 people will sometimes

say, "You're like a kappa." [5 9 (tosay) + 7= D (listing example
actions) + 3% (to do)]

16
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ne

B o bR g

TER) LV S B0 T,

Tljk

o xRN
[EDJIE4L] akappa being washed down the river [an
ol
expression meaning "even experts make mistakes"; /1% (kappa)
»b T
+ D (possessive/modifying particle) + JI| (river) + it 4L (flow,

being swept away)]
~ L) called ~; that says ~ [ & (quotation particle) + \» 9 (to
say); used to describe or label the preceding phrase]

e
% saying; expression; phrase

[

il

% also; even [adds emphasis, often implying "in addition to what

was already mentioned"]

H Y F 7 exists; there is [polite form of & % ; used here to state

the existence of a saying]

17
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ANRENES & Lo

TED L 5 Ik EMEEAATE, Ak LTHSh

7o LA Lo

BERBHDHENIZEND, EATHERKT DL
5%% <9,
~T% even ™~ [adds emphasis]

JHE L T making a mistake and... [ C-form of ZXH3~2 (to fail);

connects to the next action]

Yl s

it 2415 to be washed away [passive form of it 3 (to wash

away); here, implies being swept downstream]

Z & 3B 5 there are times when... [Z & (nominalizer) + 235 %

(there is/are); used to express occasional or possible occurrences]

~ &) T L thefactthat~[& \» 9 (is said that; refers to a

concept or statement) + Z & (fact); turns a quoted idea into a

noun]

Loifw nhs

KMLTHEENDZZEBH B &) T & D5 because of the

fact that (even they) sometimes make mistakes and get swept
away

2* b because; from (the fact) [indicates reason or cause]

=2 LA
7E N expert; master

W
&\ ) BIR T it means that...

18
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LAREAES NN

Et TEOMAF Y LD 2 Enb. Fa
B EEWELEAE TEEX | LIERET,

F 7~ also; in addition; moreover

o850

1% favorite food; preferred dish [ié (like) + ) (thing)]
* 27 U cucumber

~& ) T & D5 from the fact that ~ [used to introduce a
reason or origin; & \» 9 T & (the fact that) + 7 5 (because; due

to)]

F 7z wrapped [past form of F £ (to wrap)]

TL
FH] sushi

ol E
A4 ¥ kappa maki [a sushi roll with cucumber filling; named

after the kappa's love of cucumbers]

& &
U0 % 3 is called; (we) call [P35 (to call; to name) in polite

form]

19
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Iz EFA »n o <HZH5LxD

SOEHIc. AATIHITERZEM L osxYchY
RIRE . LT hEEAHE T,

Z @ X 9 IT in this way; as explained above [used to summarize

or draw a conclusion from what has been said]

TH Y to be [formal/written form of the copula; equivalent to T
» 5]

{H5%5L&9 W H o {H5%5L&9
22t F D4 W) imaginary creature [ ZZ4H E @ (imaginary;
w b D

fantastical) + 4= Z %) (living thing; creature)]

~TH Y 7D 5 even though; despite being [formal phrase

combining Td % and 7z 25 b ; expresses contrast]

& Td very

BB h
B3l 7z familiar; close [a na-adjective meaning personally

relatable or nearby]

ZhEw
ﬁ?’f existence; presence

20
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o

o &N T

EEIZW =D X9 foeé%i%a @%H@ LML &
/V%%O’Cb‘iﬂ“o

Lodw
FFZIT actually; in reality

U7z existed [past tense of \» % (to exist); used for animate

beings]

~»D X S 75 asif ~ [H> (implied question) + D (modifier) + &
9 7% (like; resembling); used to express something that seems
like it happened, even if it didn't]

TALXS

fr7& legend; tradition; folklore

Lodw ThALLd

RIS WT222D X 5 7% 57K legends that make it seem as if
(they) actually existed

%2 and; or [used to list examples in a non-exhaustive way]

Tl Bl
H 17 L folktale; traditional story [ £ (long ago)

7L
+ G (story); read as "banashi" in compound form]

7z { X A many; alot

D D

5 > T\ E 7 still exist; remain [5% % (to remain) inthe TW\» %

form, indicating ongoing state]

21
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Lo n olE 2]
LT, FEiE, WMEDIA T %éhfwé@fﬁo

L&ShL
WENX, ZOIAT7%Z %ﬁ LEL XD,

% L T then; and now [used to transition or continue a narrative]

Lo
213 actually; in fact; to tell you the truth [used to introduce

surprising or revealing information]

I 4 7 mummy [loanword; refers to a preserved body, often

used in folklore or strange artifacts]

DT

"73‘2 I LT\ 3 has been left behind; remains [passive form of %%

% (to remain) + T\» % (ongoing state)]

D T3 adds emphasis or explanation [used to highlight or clarify

the previous statement; more assertive than just T3]

LA DR/
XAl as for next time; in the next installment [ZX[H] (next time)

+ |X (topic marker)]

Lxdhw

#7 LE L X 9 let meintroduce: - [polite volitional form
Lxddown

of #8441 3 % (to introduce); used to make a friendly suggestion]

22
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What is the Kappa?
(Japanese Only)

G e

If you have problems following along, please see the running gloss
section for pronunciation and meaning.

e EOEESES 2R, FAtd
D & BN E T

2=a— R RNT I KR ET
T, BARIZSH, BAMFEOZEME LA
WIS ET,

ETHTELSSANVDLDTTN, £D
FD—>, MEEIWMLEL L9,

WEX, FE, ABEOFHES 5
T\M%%@E@mmﬁ’ﬁhfmiﬁo
BEITRREAT, HHITIE, BO LS H
RHD BHOTo T2 bH25& L
FBIO XS/ >TWVWET, FITiE
KINERDONTNT, IKSONRETH D

23



www.TheJapanShop.com/bundles

FNWTT, 7D O BIEALRS
ST, Fay UNKRHFETY, ORI
WELS &L FEATLE D EWVblTnE
L

W B AFE T, A B 031 TEK
WTWB E, KOFNLEERI -Gk T2
D, BENSETLEI>IZEHHD 9,

FIEX, AKIZT I, k<O F
WZ EMB, KSONEERANICHD->
T, NEAZWR, | L5270 LE
g

WEDINFEIL, EWIFELHD
T, MEOXIITKENHFEERATDH,
KL TSI NDLZ EDBHDHEVWH T &
Nh, EATHRERT D LWV EERTT,

T, FEOHMRX2T Y L)
ZEnE, X2 U EFEWHEEE
HARX] EMFOET,

24
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ZDOLHIT, HARTITEITZEME
DEZXMTHO 72N E, L THLHIERE
ETT,

KRNI T2 D K 9 Tefmke, FHiE
LD SAUFE-STWET, £ LT,
FII, WEOIA ITREINLTNAEDT
7

KENZ, ZOIAT7H2THMLEL
X9,

25
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What is the Kappa (English Summary)

Please try to tackle the Japanese first and use this only as
needed.

g V HEN you think of imaginary creatures, what comes to

mind? Unicorns, dragons, fairies—things like that, right?

Well, Japan has its own unique set of imaginary creatures too.
There are quite a lot of them, but today let’s take a look at one in
particular: the kappa.

Kappa are about the size of a human child and live in bodies of
water like rivers and ponds.
Their whole body is green, they have a shell on their back like a
turtle, and the top of their head is smooth and shaped like a dish.
They have webbed hands, making them excellent swimmers.
They have beak-like mouths, similar to a duck, and they love
cucumbers.
It’s said that if the dish on their head dries out, they die.

They’re pranksters, and sometimes when kids are swimming in
rivers, a kappa will sneak up from underwater and pull their legs—
or even make them drown.

Because kappa live near water and are great swimmers, if someone
is good at swimming, people might say, “You’re just like a
kappa!”

There’s also a saying: kappa no kawa nagare—“even a kappa
can get swept away by the river.”
It means that even an expert can fail sometimes.

26
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And because cucumbers are their favorite food, sushi rolls with

cucumber in them are called kappa maki— ‘kappa rolls.”

So even though they’re imaginary creatures, kappa feel like a
very familiar part of life in Japan.
There are many legends and old folktales about them, almost as if
they really existed.
And actually—there’s even a kappa mummy said to have been
preserved.

Next time, we’ll take a look at that mummy.

27
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Kanji in Focus

The following are most of the kanji found in this story. The

underlined reading may be the most used, although that can

change depending on context.

7] =

MEANIN

MEANIN

b

MEANIN

LR
111

¢ Gl
E0 EGE GEE ERG

hhb
river

»HE A

{1 rivers

SPRE TR
child; juvenile
242

5]

&5
H u# children's songs; nursery rhyme

D79 HS i -F<
sky; empty

529
7y

ZE ¥ airport

Vo - --545
concept; think; idea

rz5

T4H expectation; prediction

28
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MEANIN

MEANIN

MEANIN

MEANIN

MEANIN

MEANIN

PN KGR ¥ Y (% I ¥\
floating; rise to the surface

5 F Koz
F A Ukiyo-e

AV - HPLL - LGFEHL -HE
HL
attractive; bewitching

ESPRAN

IKPE yokai; ghost; specter; goblin

A4 -av-<bhHLL

refined; energy; ghost
HFWLA

Kt mind; spirit; attitude

ko - by -0EY

single; alone
E<po

AT independence

+7

special
LD

k§51] special; extraordinary

AN ERR -l cA AN o3 R
back; stature; height

[N
4% background; scenery

29
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MEANIN

MEANIN

MEANIN

MEANIN

MEANIN

Ui EED BED EER W

Tay - flf - £

length; measure; height
ANV I

KT okay; all right; safe

Jay -0y -#EY

green
FED NS

fk 4 green (color)

F-Fa-FUh

turtle

%EF; tortoise shell

dry
M ThH

7B dry cell; battery

I4-6&<
swim
T

7K¥K swimming

30
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Thank you for Reading!

This is just one story in our Yokai series. Get them all with
our Yokai digital bundle. Did you know most of our digital
eBooks are available in money-saving bundles?

Check them out at:

https://www.thejapanshop.com/collections/bundles-offer

MONEY SAVING BIHGAL BUND[ES

-~ FOR lEABNING
sz, JAPANESE!

WWW.THEJAPANSHOP.COM/COLLECTIONS/BUNDLES-OFFER
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